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when he is not so entitled is liable to a penalty not exceeding £500
for each day on which he so sits or votes.
The Ministers of the Crown (Emergency Appointments) Act,
1939,1 rendered eligible for membership of the House of Commons
any person appointed as a Minister of the Crown for the purpose of
exercising functions in connection with the prosecution of any war
in which His Majesty might be engaged. The Act also rendered
eligible their Parliamentary Under-Secretaries with limitation as to
numbers.2
Recommen-
dation of
Select
Committee.
The number of ministerial office-holders in 1955 was seventy,
excluding the Government Whips, five of whom held paid offices as
Lords of the Treasury, and the political officers of the Royal House-
hold (in all another thirteen).3 It is desirable that most, in fact all, the
principal departments should be represented in the House of Com-
mons. The Select Committee appointed in 19414 recommended that
not more than sixty holders of ministerial officers should sit and vote
in the House of Commons at the same time. They further recom-
mended that not more than one Parliamentary Private Secretary
should be appointed for any one government department and this
was acted upon by Mr. Attlee's Governments, The practice was
that each Minister and Parliamentary Secretary appointed his own
Parliamentary Private Secretary (unpaid) from among members of
his party in the House. They hold no ministerial office, but are
naturally close supporters of the Minister whom they serve* ^ir
Carle|Qn Allen5 commented of the House of Commons in 1944 when
it contained most of the Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries of
the largest Administration in our history that "at least one-third of
the present House of Commons consists of Ministers and sub-
Ministers or persons bound in one way or another to the policies
and measures of different departments of Government, and thereby
—most significant still—to the policies and measures of all the
departments of the Government in which they serve."
Resignation. From early times a member of the House of Commons has by strict
law been unable to resign his seat, and the acceptance of an office of
profit under the Crown is still the only legal method of release from
membership. The offices commonly used for this purpose are the
Stewardship of the Chiltern Hundreds and the Stewardship of the
Manor of Northstead, and these are since 1926 the only "old offices'*
1 Passed in permanent form, but rendered temporary by the Ministers of
the Crown and House of Commons Disqualification Act. 1942.
8 Subsequently varied by S,R. & O., 1942, No, 1131.
1 For the duties of the Whips, see Ilbert, Parliament, p, 151. Certain posts
in the Royal Household are political appointments and their holders act as addi-
tional Whips if in the House of Commons, or assist in government business to
the House of Lords,
* P. 84, note 2, ante.	* Lew and Orders (Stevens), p, 282,

